
The state wanted at least
35 percent of students to
score proficient or better in
math and 45 percent in read-
ing.

Northwest had
34 percent of 11th
grade students pro-
ficient in math,
although 65 per-
cent were profi-
cient in reading.

Vo-Tech had 24
percent of students
proficient in math
and 38 percent in
reading, both
below thresholds.

Vo-Tech has
worked for years
to improve its
PSSA scores, but
refuses to lose
sight of its mission
to prepare stu-
dents for the world
of work, said Prin-
cipal Cosmas
Curry.

On tests specifi-
cally for vocation-
al students, Vo-
Tech scores well,
he said.

“We had the
most students
score proficient or
better on the High
Schools That Work
program in math,
reading and sci-
ence,” he said. 

The high school
has changed its
curriculum to bet-
ter meet state
standards and
made a number of
other changes,
including incorporating more
reading and writing into the
shop areas to try to drive up
PSSA scores.

Vo-Tech’s math passing rate
has shown mixed results over
the last four years, but reading
scores seem to be creeping
higher, according to state
reports.

The 11th-grade students
averaged 1180 in math and 1210
in reading last year. Both were
significantly below the state
average of 1320 in math and
1340 in reading.

The latest PSSA reports are
from tests that fifth-, eighth-
and 11th-graders took in spring
2004.

Benton near bottom
Benton is changing its high

school math curriculum this
year, which administrators
hope will pull up its math
scores.

“We’ve been concerned
about the math scores for a
while,” said Superintendent

Andrew Pollock.
The high school

exceeded the
state’s proficient
rate for the previ-
ous three years,
but last year barely
scraped out the 35
percent the state
wants to see.

Reading scores
were much better
with 56 percent of
students scoring
proficient or
higher. Still, the
high school was
below the state
average in both
categories.
Eleventh-grade
students averaged
1250 in math and
1280 in reading. 

Central 
at the top

Central Colum-
bia, on the other
hand, was well
above average in
both categories
last spring. On
math, 67 percent of
students were pro-
ficient or better,
and in reading 81
percent of 11th
grade students met
that threshold.

The average
scores of 1420 on
math and 1470 in
reading were both

at least 100 points above the
state average. Fifty points is
considered statistically signifi-
cant.

“It’s no accident we get the
results we get,” Superinten-
dent Harry Mathias said.

Central stays focused on
academics, and that’s reflected
in the results.

“Keep your eye on the ball.
Well, what’s the ball? Quality
instruction,” he said.

Students receive good
instruction, the most impor-
tant part of learning, Mathias
said. Also, the district is care-
fully aligning its curriculum to
state standards.

“That’s huge work, and it
never seems to end,” Math-
ias said. Central administra-

tors are always studying the
newest standards and most
recent practices for what
and how students should
learn.

Central also watches each
student’s scores, “targeting
kids who are in need of assis-
tance,” Mathias said.

Ironically, Central was
one of three area districts
cited this year for not meet-
ing state requirements on
test scores. Special education
students there did not
improve their scores enough
to satisfy the requirement
that all groups make “Ade-
quate Yearly Progress”
toward 100 percent proficien-
cy.

“Clearly our high school is a
very high-performing school,”
Mathias said. “That’s what
makes the AYP report so vex-
ing.”

Danville doing well
Danville High School saw

a large gain in the number of
proficient reading students
to 83 percent, but slipped
some in math to 59 percent,
noted the district’s curricu-
lum coordinator, Gwen Beld-
ing.

Still, the high school’s aver-
age scores of 1390 in math and
1500 in reading were both sig-
nificantly above the state aver-
ages.

“We were very pleased. We
commend the students and the
teachers for their very hard
work and not just on the
PSSAs, but all year,” Belding
said.

Katie Hetrick covers educa-
tion issues. She can be reached
at 784-2121, ext. 1306, or by e-
mail at katie.h@pressenter-
prise.net.
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*As a private school, Greenwood Friends is not required to give the PSSAs. The
state reported scores for the school for only two of the last four years.
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Scores
Vo-Tech reading results appear to be
creeping up; Central cited over poor

progress among special education pupils
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